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By: Kayla Smith

Those soulful eyes, graying muzzle, and still a lifetime of love to give;
older pets are still great pets. Most older pets have been in a home at some point in
their life and can be well-adjusted.
Senior pets lose their homes for a variety of reasons, usually having
nothing to do with their behavior or temperament, but more due to the fact that
their owners are unable to keep them for reasons including the novelty of owning a
pet wearing off, allergies, death of a guardian, a new baby, loss of a job, a move,
change in work schedule, and various other lifestyle changes. These pets need
homes just as badly as young adoptees do and make wonderful household pets.
The old saying “age is just a number” applies to adoption agencies as
well, we see a significant increase on the length of stay as the age increases.
Be the difference. Adopt a senior pet today.

DID YOU KNOW?
Most older pets are
already
well-rounded

Finally Forever
Aladdin
Robert
Fame
Cinderella
Klaus
Rapunzel
Emma Rose
Kimchi
Beretta
Elsa
Samson
Peach

Pickle
Sven
Tamale
Dove
Twix
Sunny
Roo
Jester
Zuri
Karinna
Sadie
Crunch
Cataleya
Theodore
Marmalade
Mugsy
Sapphire
Capone

We found our home!

Bonnie
Poseidon
Sasquatch
Persia
Plum
Pineapple
Mandarin
Coconut
Kiva
Blossom
Dahlia
Olaf
Madeline
BamBam
Alvin

In 2013, we adopted out 189 animals to forever homes.
So far in 2014, Jan - June 11th, we have adopted out 117 animals!
We are thrilled with the obvious increase in adoptions and are very happy to continue
down this road.

What have we been up to?

Facility Improvements:
•Finished the Play Yard for the dogs
•Landscaped the front entrance
•Painted the front office
•Refreshed the Cat Play Room

Community Outreach &
Recognition:
*Robesonian – Multiple articles
*Cats available for adoption at
*PetSense of Lumberton
*Involved in Public Education Events
*Fashion Show with Ella & Co
*Lumberton State Park

Check out PetSense of Lumberton to see some our adoptable cats!
We also would like to thank the owner of Ella & Co, Michelle Mathis for putting
on a wonderful Fashion Show for RCHS and helping to raise almost $2000.

We would like to thank all of our new & continuous supporters
who have been there for us and the animals. We would also like
to thank our wonderful community for supporting us in many
ways.
THANK YOU

Summer’s
heat
*Keep your vet’s number on
hand in case of an
emergency.

*Cool tips such as ice cubes,
pools, fans, and a wet
bandana may help your pet
stay cool.

*Bring your pet inside when
you are not home to ensure
safety.

*Remember it is your
responsibility as a pet owner
to ensure the safety & wellbeing of your loved one.

Time to say goodbye
Those of us that spend time working for the Robeson County Humane Society
(RCHS) get used to saying goodbyes. We have hundreds of furry friends leaving each year
to live wonderful lives in their forever homes. Nothing makes us happier than to see one
of our babies jump in to the arms of their new family. But it makes a little sad too,
because we become attached to every resident that comes through. They each bring a
unique energy and personality to the mix that makes going to work at the shelter fun and
exciting.
This same dynamic applies to the board, staff, and volunteers at RCHS. We have a
highly passionate and dedicated able of people that make all things we do possible.
Everyone brings specialized skills and abilities, and most importantly, an unending drive
to save animals. Over the past three years, with past year-and-a-half as President, I have
been privileged to be part of an amazing organization. However, the time has come to
say goodbye. I have accepted a position at Appalachian State University in Boone, NC
beginning in August 2014, and my family and I will be relocating to the mountains very
soon. Again, this is a bittersweet time, as I am excited for the new challenge, but will miss
the work and friendships I have made at RCHS.
RCHS has accomplished a great deal in the past few years. Those
accomplishments are too numerous to list in this article, but suffice it to say , the hard
work of the board, staff, and volunteers have translated to more adoptions, more animals
saved, and a better humane society. Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, concerned citizens can change the world. Indeed it is the only thing
that ever has.” What I have learned working in this organization is that teamwork makes
a difference, and when one person says goodbye, another says hello. Joan Bowen, a
founding member, a long-time volunteer, and a past-president of RCHS has said hello and
has agreed to step in as Interim President. Nominations for new officers occur in October,
elections in November, and officers are seated January 1st. We are in excellent hands with
Joan as she serves as a valuable advisor in my presidency.
So as I say goodbye, I encourage all of you to become more involved in the work
of RHCS> Volunteer, run for office, or donate. For me, it has been some of the most
meaningful work I have ever done. I want to say thank you to the staff, board, and
volunteers for your tireless work. It has been a pleasure. Finally, I want to say thank you
to every resident that has spent time at RCHS. You have reminded me what unconditional
love, trust, and happiness looks like. You have done more for me than I could ever do for
you. Hope you get treats and belly rubs today.
Sincerely,
Mark Schwarze
Robeson County Humane Society

President’s Corner
Hello RCHS Family:

All of us at RCHS are forever indebted to Mark Schwarze and his wife , Chasity for
their dedication to this organization over the past three years. They have both
spent countless hours working to improve the lives of needy animals in Robeson
County, especially those that passed through our shelter on their way to their
forever homes. We are very sad that they will be leaving the area soon, as we will
miss their smiles, creative suggestions and determination to make RCHS the best it
can be. Mark, you leave impossibly large shoes to fill as president, but you have
inspired us all to continue our efforts to ensure that no animal in our area will be
homeless or neglected.
As Mark so eloquently said in his last president’s column, WE NEED
YOU!! That means helping as a shelter volunteer, assisting with cleanup, exercising
or transporting to a vet clinic. It also means telling others about our organization,
either through speaking to groups or helping with outreach via Facebook or our
website. It also means helping with fundraisers, as it takes a significant amount of
money each month to pay utilities, vet bills, salaries, and similar expenses. If you
love animals and want to part of improving their lives in this area, this is the
organization for you. Kayla Smith and Bill Cerase, our wonderful staff members ,
are more than happy to give you a tour of the shelter during working hours. I am
always glad to answer any questions that you might have, or thoughts about our
mission that you would like to discuss.
We look forward to
hearing from you.
Joan Bowen
Interim President

We t h a n k yo u !
Sponsorships for Williamson Golf Tournament

Shelter Saint
Pinehurst Skin Center – Dr. Candace King
Bowen and Berry, Attorneys
Cats Meow
Clay Hamilton State Farm
Kathy & Joe Stach
Danny & Eva Thompson
Sarges’s Auto Sales Inc.
Howl on Wheels Transport
George & Lynn Provosty
Phil Kobcsenski
Doggie Delight
New Century Bank
Mark & Julie Kinlaw
Cathy Bracey
Village Station
Jeff Haas Mazda
Super Sponsors
In memory of Abby, Berlkey,
& Chloe Thompson
PPR Foods – MCDonald’s
Contempora Fabrics
John & Kelly Haskins
Robeson County
BB&T
Super Suds – Home of the Wildcats
Lily & Lola Kozej

We t h a n k yo u !
Sponsorships for Williamson Golf Tournament
Hole Sponsors
McDonald’s of Lumberton
Bob’s Jewel Shop
North End Veterinary Clinic
Lumbee Guaranty Bank
Lumberton Rotary Club
Biggs Park Mall
First Bank
Leroy Rising – Century 21
Speech Solutions, Inc
Rozier & Lane GYN
Al & Carole Lewis
Century 21 The Real Estate Center
Image Supply Inc.
Fairmont Eye Clinic – Dr. Hal Herring
Southeastern Veterinary Hospital
Laura Nance
Sammy’s Auto Sales Inc
Game Time Screen Printing
AgriSupply
Bobbie Britt
Walmart of Lumberton
Food Lion – Roberts Avenue
John & Bunny Barker
Author Ginger King
Donna Gage
Debbie Stephens
Lincoln Financial – Gene Hall
Paul & Linda Thompson
Todd & Gwen Eckerson
John & Judy Lennon
Bairds Animal Hospital
David Walker
Southern Heating and Air
Terry Chapin Nissan
Peter & Claudia Villani
LA Musselwhite, CPS, Pllc
Sarah Bridger
Offices of Bruce F Jobe, PA
Janice Young
Gane & Karshner, DDS, PA
Jason & Elaine Britt

Hole Sponsors continued
Rick & Beth Williamson in memory of John &
Sadie
Yamaha of Lumberton

Special Thanks
R A Jefferys Distributing
City of Lumberton
Lumberton Jr. Service League
M & J Gas
Sylvia McPhatter & Stephanie Phillips
Bruce Mullis
Prevatte’s Home Sales
Reddy Ice
Lee Stevens
Dwight Gane
Wilson Automotive
Tiffany Larson
Dyanne Stone
Bryan Lashley
Ricky Gregory
Cassie DeQueiroz

Abandoned.
Madeline is now a happy, outgoing puppy that enjoys the luxuries of
living in a home on a warm bed.
Sadly, that was not the life she originally lived. Madeline was seen
being thrown out a vehicle driven by young adults. She was terrified, thin, and had
a severely embedded collar. Madeline was immediately seen by a veterinarian and
treated for onset infection from the filthy collar that had begun growing into her
thin neck. After a couple weeks in our care, Madeline found a perfect home near
the beach and enjoys playing with toys, going for long walks, and snuggling her new
owners.

Madeline’s case of abandonment is one that is all too common. Regardless if
someone thinks that it is the best thing for the animal, it is still illegal. Remember,
there are and will always be alternatives where you can find a safe new home for
your animal. A quick internet search, friends, family, or your local humane
society/animal shelter will give you options if you need help.

For animal cruelty, contact your local Sheriff’s Department.
YOU can be the difference.
In the near future, we are hoping to start an anti-cruelty campaign called
Cruel Isn’t Cool; stay tuned for more details.

Upcoming Events
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Bark at the Moon is back!
After much success with the first event in 2013, we
are very excited to announce on October 9, 2014
that we will be having another Bark at the Moon.
To become a sponsor; send an email to
rchsfriendsforlife@gmail.com for more information

Food.Education.Fun.Puppies.Kittens.
At 3180 W 5th Street Lumberton
From 6pm – 9pm

These animals have been at RCHS for over 6 months.
Magnolia:
Independent and
will give hours of
company

Jackie:
Independent but
loves to be rubbed

Zoey: Great with children
and other dogs

Heimdall:
Active and
loves to play

Harmony: Great with
children & loves toys!

Robeson County Humane Society
3180 West 5th Street Lumberton, NC
910-738-8282
www.robesonhumanesociety.org
rchsfriendsforlife@gmail.com

Support your
local shelter every
time you walk
your dog.
Walk for a Dog is a simple,
year-round fundraising app! It
promotes healthy interaction
between dogs and their
owners, and raises
money every day to support
the mission of your animal
shelter or rescue. It also gives
people a reason to think about
their local animal organization
every time they take their
dogs for a walk.

Go to WoofTrax.com
to get the App.
Take your Walk for a Dog
every day.

Thank you
Donors – May 2014
•

DONATIONS

AT&T Employee Giving
Wanda A. Allen
Gretchen Baumann
Joan Beard
Cathy S. Bracey
Cheryl & Joseph Chavis
David Chicelli
Billie J. Dial
Girl Scout Troop 1445 & Jason Spangler
Brenda & Sanford Hardin
Glenn Jones through TRUiST
David E. Jones, First Choice Insurance & Realty
Philip Kobscenski
Laura R. Kozej
Lori Ann Kozej
Laymon Locklear
Ursula & Neal Locklear
Vergilio Matheus
June Mills – Tomasulo
Network for Good
Bobbie Jo Parton
Lynn & George Provosty
Ransom Insurance Company
Mary & Larry Shultz
Crazyman Stickland
Mary P. Teets
Linda Thompson
Marion & Tommy Thompson
David Tsien
Claudia & Peter Villani
John W. Wolfe
Ruth & Michael Zindros
Reba Zieglar

•

DONATIONS CONTINUED
SouthEastern Vet Clinic
Scott & Melissa Shively
Olga Sobko
Herma Jordan
Gayle Fernandez
Floyd Family
Heather Jacobs
Ricky Zheng
Mary Dorman
Trish Terrell
Randy Zellers

•

MEMORIAL

Hilary & Bill Dahms for Dora Johnson

Thank you
•

Donors – June 2014
DONATIONS

Diane & Johnnie Allen
Michael Alewine
AT&T Employee Giving
Julianne & Reggie Bartley
Joan Beard
Pamela Benton
Britt & Britt Roofing
Cathy Bracey
William Jason Bryant
Carroll’s Pets
David Chicelli
Samantha Conner
Phillip Faircloth
Yvonne Freeman
Claudia & Joseph Glezen
Brenda Hardin
Laura Kozej
Lori Ann Kozej
Jan Lewis
Lumberton Junior
Service League
Virgilio Matheus
Anna Musslewhite
Mary Tripp Pasetti
Kelly Saxton
Jewely Schroeder
Cynthia G. Smith
Judy & Rick Stevenson
Linda Thompson
TRUiST
Patty Williams
Reba Zeigler

•

DONATIONS CONTINUED
Albert Beaux Knox
Mary Courtney
James Denham
Wanda Stephens
Megan Sirmans
Joan Bowen
Callie Davis
Mark & Chasity Schwarze
PetSense of Lumberton
Janet Lee
Chris Trail
Mrs. Fields
Mary Waolen
Seth Hunt
Marion Thompson
Roger Guy
Jonathan Bullock
Dr. Sonya Chavis
Food Lion of Lumberton
Amanda McKenzie
Eleanor Fields
Jason Britt
Linda Tuegel
Donna Taylor
Kathy Rhodes
Karen Etcher
Katherine Nobles

•

MEMORIALS

Gertie Murray for Lee Werner
Marion & Tommy Thompson for Helen Rykse &
Karen W. Thompson
Joe Stuart for Lisa Stuart
Katherine & Jim Tripp for Lee Werner

•

ANIMAL MEMORIALS

Martha Averitt for Champs Koonce
Joan & Woody Bowen for Ellie Rhodes
Marion & Tommy Thompson for Elllie Rhodes

